TU DARMSTADT – Juniorprofessur (W1) / Assistant Professor „Language Technology“

Deadline: 14.10.2010 (open until filled)
The LOEWE Research Center Digital Humanities at the Technische Universität Darmstadt (Germany) is seeking to fill the position of an 

Assistant Professor (W1-level) in Language Technology

The holder of this position will represent the subject area of Language Technology within research and teaching. Furthermore, this includes an investigation of the connection between language technology and computational linguistics and their applications in the area of Digital Humanities.

The assistant professor will be associated with the Ubiquitous Knowledge Processing Lab and will belong to the faculty of the computer science department. It is expected that the successful applicant will actively contribute to the LOEWE Research Center Digital Humanities as well as to the Research Initiative Web Research that is currently being established at the Technische Universität Darmstadt.
We are seeking a candidate with a proven scientific record and outstanding knowledge in at least one of the following research topics:

· statistical or (shallow) semantic approaches to language processing,

· methods of corpus linguistics,

· machine learning and text mining.

Examples of relevant research aspects could be:

· graph-based methods in language technology,

· lexical semantic processing methods,

· statistical semantics, or

· automatic analysis of user generated discourse in the Web.

Furthermore, the successful candidate will contribute to the teaching curriculum in the area Data & Knowledge Engineering that is integrated in the following degree programs:
· BA and M.Sc. in Computer Science

· Joint Bachelor of Arts
· M.Sc. “Internet- and Web-based Systems”
It is expected that the successful applicant actively contributes to the self-administration of the department as well as to the acquisition of research funding.

Technische Universität Darmstadt is an autonomous university with a worldwide reputation in research and education, and seeking the answers to crucial challenges of the future. The university’s focus on technology — from the perspectives of engineering, the natural sciences, the humanities and the social sciences — ranges from basic research to applications for daily life. The hiring process is subject to the law of the State of Hesse.
The Technische Universität Darmstadt is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer and encourages applications of qualified women. Handicapped persons will be preferentially considered when equally qualified.

The availability of the position is under the condition of the final approval of the LOEWE Center by the Hessian Ministry of Higher Education, Research and the Arts.
Further information about the announced position can be obtained from:
Prof. Dr. Iryna Gurevych

UKP Lab

Tel. ++49 6151/165411

E-Mail: gurevych (at) cs.tu-darmstadt.de
Candidates should submit their application along with the usual supporting documents
· CV,

· academic transcripts,
· list of publications, and
· 3-5 selected publication copies
no later than 14.10. 2010 to 

TU Darmstadt

Dekanat des Fachbereichs Informatik

Hochschulstraße 10

64289 Darmstadt
or via email to

gurevych (at) cs.tu-darmstadt.de

UKP Lab, UNIVERSITY OF DARMSTADT, GERMANY 

Research-Oriented Software Engineer, Deadline: 14.10.2010 (open until filled)

The Ubiquitous Knowledge Processing Lab at the Computer Science Department at the Technische Universität Darmstadt (Germany) is seeking to fill the position of a 

Research-Oriented Software Engineer
The main focus of this position is the development and maintenance of software for mining lexical-semantic knowledge from collaboratively constructed language resources in the Web. This includes the implementation and evaluation of Information Extraction methods and the integration of Web-based knowledge bases into a common data storage. The work results will be made available to the research community as free software.

The position is funded by the LOEWE Research Center “Digital Humanities” that is currently established at the Technische Universität Darmstadt. Methods of language technology for the exploitation of linguistic corpora constitute the core aspects of the LOEWE research center. The position is thereby associated with the subproject “corpora of modern language” and is especially focused on Web based corpora, such as Wikipedia. The position is intended to qualify the applicant for a leading position in academia or industry.

We are seeking an outstanding candidate, preferentially with PhD in Computer Science, Computational Linguistics, or in a related field. Applications without PhD but outstanding achievements are also welcome. Pertinent scientific publications and excellent knowledge of the Java programming language – with experience in natural language systems in particular, – and experience in teaching and project management are desirable. The knowledge of German is very desirable, too. At first, this is a fixed-term position; an extension for the duration of the project (3 years) is, however, possible. The position is paid according to the public service scale of TU Darmstadt. Part-time employment is possible.

Technische Universität Darmstadt is an autonomous university with a worldwide reputation in research  and education, and seeking the answers to crucial challenges of the future. The university’s focus on technology - from the perspectives of engineering, the natural sciences, the humanities and the social sciences - ranges from basic research to applications for daily life. The Ubiquitous Knowledge Processing Lab was founded in 2007 and has become an internationally recognized research group in the field of language technology and Computational Linguistics. The hiring process is subject to the law of the State of Hesse. The Technische Universität Darmstadt is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer and encourages applications of qualified women. Handicapped persons will be preferentially considered when equally qualified. The availability of the position is under the condition of the final approval of the LOEWE Center by the Hessian Ministry of Higher Education, Research and the Arts. 

Candidates should submit their application along with the usual supporting documents (CV, academic transcripts, final thesis (can be electronic)) as well as two suggestions of professors as referees to TU Darmstadt, Dekanat des Fachbereichs Informatik (Prof. Dr. Iryna Gurevych, Hochschulstraße 10, 64289 Darmstadt, oder via email to gurevych (at) cs.tu-darmstadt.de. Applications won’t be returned, thus only send copies.
UKP Lab, UNIVERSITY OF DARMSTADT, GERMANY
Doctoral Scholarships in NLP and CL, Deadline: 14.10.2010 (open until filled)

The LOEWE Research Center “Digital Humanities” at the Technische Universität Darmstadt (Germany) offers

Three Doctoral Scholarships in Language Technology and Computational Linguistics

with the starting date on 01.01.2011. Each scholarship lasts a total of three years. The scholarship includes PhD research within the LOEWE research program. Thereby, the planned thesis should be pertinent to the research profile of the corresponding LOEWE subproject. Besides project work, the position offers the possibility of scientific qualification and training.

The scholarships are related to the following subprojects:

· Text as a product – Machine learning for linguistic text analysis (one scholarship): Machine learning methods are often used in automatic document classification or Information Retrieval. This subproject aims at researching the use of topic models in the automatic analysis of corpora. Topic models are generative probabilistic models that identify the main topics of a document collection, which is the analogy to the analysis of cohesion and coherence of single documents. A syntactically and semantically annotated corpus should be extended with lexical cohesion information as part of the subproject. Then, statistical models, like topic models, are applied in order to examine the usefulness of approaches of statistical semantics with regard to the existing linguistic features.

· Text as a process – Linguistic properties of collaboratively constructed Web 2.0 text (two scholarships): The Web 2.0 allows novel ways of collaboration to create textual content. The ease of the publication originates phenomena such as multiple authorship, editing and reuse of text snippets, as well as the confluence of the roles as author and reader as a common standard. Wikipedia is a unique corpus for research in Computational Linguistics, because of its size, the all-over documented revision history and discussion pages, as well as the huge number of (mostly anonymous) collaborating authors. As part of this subproject, Wikipedia should be studied by computational methods and its pragmatic properties should be analyzed using state-of-the-art language technology methods. This includes the modeling of the article revisions and the dialogue acts of the discussion pages. Features for automatic classification using machine learning techniques and resulting insights into text quality and its genesis are to be included into the analysis as well as a cross-lingual and cross-domain comparison.

We are seeking candidates with an excellent university degree in Computer Science, Computational Linguistics, or in a related field, preferably with the knowledge of German. The scholarship is EUR 1400 per month.

Technische Universität Darmstadt is an autonomous university with a worldwide reputation in research  and education, and seeking the answers to crucial challenges of the future. The university’s focus on technology - from the perspectives of engineering, the natural sciences, the humanities and the social sciences - ranges from basic research to applications for daily life. The Ubiquitous Knowledge Processing Lab was founded in 2007 and has become an internationally recognized research group in the field of language technology and Computational Linguistics. The hiring process is subject to the law of the State of Hesse. The Technische Universität Darmstadt is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer and encourages applications of qualified women. Handicapped persons will be preferentially considered when equally qualified. The availability of the position is under the condition of the final approval of the LOEWE Center by the Hessian Ministry of Higher Education, Research and the Arts. 

Candidates should submit their application along with the usual supporting documents (CV, academic transcripts, final thesis (can be electronic)) and a first project proposal (up to 6 pages, including abstract, overview of the intended research, relation to the subproject, research questions and methods, and example work plan), as well as two suggestions of professors as referees to TU Darmstadt, Dekanat des Fachbereichs Informatik (Prof. Dr. Iryna Gurevych), Hochschulstraße 10, 64289 Darmstadt, oder via email to gurevych (at) cs.tu-darmstadt.de. Applications won’t be returned, thus only send copies.

